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Synopsis

Three years of experience on 659 miles of 4-lane, 6-lane, and 8-lane freeways revealed that the accident rates for each
classification will normally increase with an increasing ADT. The rate of increase is: (1) 4-lane: 0.240 accidents/MVM. (2) 6-lane:
0.094 accidents/MVM. (3) 8-lane: 0.078 accidents/MVM. per 10,000 vehicle increase in ADT. For any given ADT the 4-lane
freeways have a higher accident rate than the 6-lane, and 6-lane freeways a higher rate than the 8-lane. Therefore, as the ADT
increases, the difference in rates between the three classifications becomes greater.

This relationship introduces the possibility of significantly reducing the total number of freeway accidents by increasing the
number of traffic lanes, even though the increase is not required by traffic volumes.
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